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Critical Instructional Strategies (Reading and writing)
Enter Your Name Here
Institution
Date


Grades 4-12 
Reading and writing are critical skills each student must master to succeed in education. There is no one-size-fit approach when it comes to teaching students these important skills. Comprehension strategy instructions are organized into a three-part framework, with specific activities used before, during, and after reading (Leonard, 2017).  
Before Reading Instructional Strategies
a. Activating prior knowledge
 (
Activity*
 - 
The teacher will use a poster of a rocked mountain and a village located below the mountain. She will then ask the students to explore the mountain and tell what they know about the mountain and 
perhaps what they know about the climate and environment surrounding the mountain. 
 
This activity will help the students make connections when they read the text, for example, the story 
“
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon”
 derived from Appendix B. 
)To activate prior knowledge, the teacher will tell the students what they are going to read about, the text type, and ask them to think about what they know from their experiences, the places and things they have seen and so forth.

b. Helping students make connections while reading (text-to-world connection)
 (
Activity*
 - 
Ask students to 
explain why 
the villagers from the story “Where the Mountain  Meets the Moon” cannot grow rice in 
their lands
 yet there is a 
river passing through the village. 
Then, by focusing on text-world connection, the teacher should ask the student to answer the following questions:
Which other places do you think has been experiencing 
similar
 environmental problems the villagers seem to experience? 
What do you think 
should be done with regard to solving the issues?
 Your answer should be based on what the world had been doing to solve 
similar environmental issues.
)Through this strategy, teachers are expected to help students make connections by relating things in the story that has happened to the characters in the story and make something similar that has happened to their personal life. 


c. Helping students make predictions
 (
Activity*
 - 
The teacher can use a picture or a weather chart and ask students to answer the following questions:
What kind of the weather do you think is coming?  
Why do you think so?
)Teachers should help students make a guess of what will happen next based on clues provided in the story or from what they see. This strategy help students predict what they are about to learn something that also enhances their understanding of what they learn. 

During Reading Instructional Strategies
d. Ask questions (improve reading comprehension through questioning)
 (
Activity*
 - 
Before reading the story “
Where the Mountain Meets the Moon” the teacher can ask the students to 
note any questions they wonder about.
 For example, they can note those questions on their sticky notes. They should use words like why, what, where, 
when, and how? These words will help the teacher to know the 
areas the student needs to be helped in order to understand the text even more clearly. 
)The teacher can facilitate deep thinking and comprehension by generating and asking students to answer some questions related to the reading. 

e. Helping students visualize what they are reading
 (
Activity*
 - 
The teacher will help students visualize the story elements or details as they read to create mental images
 
which
 help in reading comprehension
.
 Begin with reading aloud and perhaps ask students to close their eyes and picture what is happening in the reading. 
Then, ask students to talk about what they visualize and ask them to do a quick sketch of what they have just visualized. 
For example, 
ask students to come up with their own pictures e.g. of what they think 
the story 
“Where the Mountain Meets the Moon
”
 entails
. 
Th
is
 activity will help students see the whole picture in their mind. 
)Visualization helps students create higher levels of understanding (Britton & Black, 2017). To implement this strategy, the teacher needs to explain to students that visualizing is picturing details from the text to increase their understanding. 
f. Helping students determine text importance (Poetry)
 (
Activity*
 - While reading 
poems
, 
the teacher should ask 
students
 to
 re
cord 
important 
details 
from 
it
. 
For example, 
to determine the importance of text in 
the poem “
Casey at the Bat
”
, 
the teacher can ask students to answer the following questions: 
What is 
the author’s
 purpose of 
writing
 this poem?
What 
are his key ideas
?
What concepts did he/she use when writing the poem?
)Determining text importance can help students know the author’s intent for writing and understand the message he/she wanted to drive home through the writing.  

g.  (
Activity*
 - 
The teacher should ask
 students to draw on specific details from the poem “
Casey at the Bat” and answer the following questions:
Do you think Mudville is cleaver enough to win the game? 
If you think he is cleaver what move should he make to ensure that his opponent does not win?
)Helping students know how to describe a character or setting of a story, poetry, or drama in depth 

h. Helping students determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the  text
Beers (2003) noted that sometimes students get stack when reading a passage because they do not know what meaning of a word to chose and that when a word has multiple meaning it can cause confusion. Therefore, the teacher should help students know how to determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text. For instance, the teacher can ask students to determine the meaning of the phrase “shade of faded
brown” derived from the story “Where the Mountain Meets the Moon.” It is also importan to note here that this strategy help students to know how to use their logic in context to figure out what the author might have meant by using a particular word or phrase. 
 (
Activity
 1
*
 - 
To understand the meaning, for example, of the phrase “shade of faded brown”, the teacher will ask students to re-read the sentence or the entire paragraph in which they find the phrase and grasp the context in which it is used. 
Activity 2*
 - Look for other word choices or phrases that can work well with the context in which the initial word/phrase is used. 
)
After Reading Instructional Strategies
i. Helping students make inferences 
 (
Activity*
 -
 Having read the story “Where the Mountain Meets the Moon,” the teacher can ask students to answer the following questions. The teacher will require the students to use the concept of general sense to infer meaning of the text or words they are unfamiliar with based on the context clues. 
Why do you think the mountain was called the Fruitless Mountain?
What do you think the word “coax” mean in the passage?
Activity 2*
 - 
Ask s
tudents
 to 
use the details of the story to determine its theme.  
)The teacher should help students make inferences which means he/she will help them take what they already know, what they have learnt and figure something out about the character. It is also important to note here that inferences are ideas which are not stated directly in the text, but ideas which require students to critically think about and draw conclusions based on the things they have seen or read (Britton & Black, 2017).  

j. Helping students summarizing the text
 (
Activity
 1
*
 - 
The teacher should help students develop signal words they can use when sum
marizing the text. For example, who, what, 
when, where, 
why, 
how and so forth. 
For example, why did the villagers call the black mountain a “Fruitless Mountain?”
Activity 2*
 - What are the supporting details?
 
)According to Cooper et al. (2014), helping students summarize the text they are reading is a strategy that help students learn how to reduce information to essential ideas that will improve understanding and learn important information from the text/stories.
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